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Homeless Student Support 
Introduction 

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act outlines public 

education guidelines and protections for homeless students, defining 

homeless students as children and youth under the age of 25 who “lack a 

fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence.”1 Many students who lack 

stable housing and qualify for the McKinney-Vento designation do not 

identify themselves as homeless. Additionally, students may not know that 

the McKinney-Vento designation is available or that it changes the way they 

apply for financial aid. 

 

Implementation 
Many students facing homelessness do not know who or how to ask 

for help. If you discover that a student is homeless but lacks an official 

designation under McKinney-Vento, there are two main options to share with 

that student. The student can: 

(1) Submit an appeal for a dependency override through the 
financial aid office. Students can explain their living 
circumstances in writing and ask the financial aid office to 
manually change their financial aid status to “independent.” 

(2) Apply for McKinney-Vento designation. Students under the 
age of 25 can ask the designated homeless liaison in their high 
school district for an application. For additional help, students 
can call the NCHE homeless education helpline at (800) 308-
2145 or email homeless@serve.org.  

Students who lack stable housing arrangements may not be aware 

of all campus support services that are already available to them. Colleges 

should proactively market their current campus resources and programs 

rather than wait for students to seek them out, as these resources help 

students reach their full academic potential. 

 

Homelessness & Financial Aid

• The McKinney-Vento designation is one 
qualifier students can use to indicate 
homelessness on the FAFSA to gain 
independent student status, which means they 
will not report parental tax information.

Adult Students

• While students over the age of 25 cannot be 
designated as McKinney-Vento, adult students 
who are homeless may qualify for additional 
need-based financial aid, such as the federal 
Pell Grant and increased federal direct 
student loan eligibility. 

 
 

Who Qualifies? 
The McKinney-Vento 

definition of homelessness 

includes children and youth 

who: 

• Share the housing of others due 
to loss of housing, economic 
hardship, or a similar reason 

• Live in shelters, transitional 
housing, or cars 

• Stay in motels or campgrounds 
due to lack of adequate 
alternative accommodations 

Resources 
McKinney-Vento: 

• McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act 

Federal Resources: 

• Dependency Status FAFSA 
Overview: Federal Student Aid 

• 2019-2020 FAFSA Dependency 
Override Form for Campus Admin 

• Higher Ed Resources: National 
Center for Homeless Education 

• State Homeless Coordinator List 

• Still Hungry and Homeless in 
College: Wisconsin HOPE Lab 

State Resources: 

• Tennessee Homeless Student 
Liaison Legislation 

• Tennessee Local Homeless 
Liaison Directory: TDOE 

• Tennessee State Profile and 
Contacts: National Center for 
Homeless Education 

“One key challenge to supporting 
homeless students is that they often 

do not identify as homeless. [. . .] 
Relatively few students experiencing 

basic needs insecurity accessed public 
assistance.”2 
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