
DR. DONNA M. BEEGLE

Donna Beegle grew up in generational 
migrant-labor poverty and left school at 
15 to get married and start a family. At 
25, she found herself with two children, 
no husband, little education, and few 
marketable job skills. Within 10 short 
years, she got her GED and advanced 
through to a doctoral degree in educational 
leadership. All these experiences provide 
Dr. Beegle with an authentic voice with 
which to speak, write, and train across the 
nation to break the iron cage of poverty.

As president of Communication Across 
Barriers, a consulting firm dedicated to 
building poverty-informed communities 
that are armed with tools to break 
barriers, she works directly with children 
and adults currently in poverty, as well 
as professionals who want to make a 
difference for those living in poverty. 
Dr. Beegle is also the founder of the 
Opportunity Community movement, which 
provides the foundation for a contemporary 
war on poverty.

DR. KIMBERLY SMITH

Kimberly Smith currently serves as 
Associate Vice Provost for Student Success 
Initiatives at Virginia Tech. In this role, 
Kimberly provides leadership and coordination 
for programs and services designed to 
facilitate the academic success of all 
students. Specific units under her leadership 
include Academic Advising Initiatives, 
Minority Academic Opportunities Program, 
Office of Veteran Services, Student Success 
Center and the University Academic Advising 
Center which oversees two non-degree 
granting majors and transitional advising. 
Dr. Smith has served in NACADA in various 
capacities including a member of NACADA’s 
Consult and Speakers Bureau, chair of the 
Career Advising Community, and serves as 
a fellow with the Excellence in Academic 
Advising collaborative between NACADA 
and the Gardner Institute for Excellence in 
Undergraduate Education to advance student 
learning, success, persistence, retention, and 
degree completion through a comprehensive, 
standards-based assessment process to 
promote excellence in academic advising.

DR. CHARLIE L. NUTT

Dr. Charlie Nutt, a NACADA 
member since 1991, joined Kansas 
State University and the NACADA 
Executive Office in 2002 as Associate 
Director and Assistant Professor in the 
College of Education and was made 
Executive Director in 2007. Charlie 
served in various leadership roles in 
the Association before coming to 
work full-time for Executive Office. 
He has served on the faculty of the 
NACADA Summer Institute, Academic 
Advising Administrators’ Institute, and 
Assessment of Advising Institute. As 
Executive Director of NACADA, Charlie 
is responsible for coordinating the work 
of the Executive Office staff as well as 
working with the various NACADA units 
on professional development issues, 
external relations for the Association, 
and our International initiatives.
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