
Accelerated 
Courses

Access: At Tennessee community colleges in fall 
2020, one out of every ten course enrollments 
were in accelerated or non-traditionally scheduled 
courses. Reconnecting students took accelerated 
courses at nearly twice the rate of other adults. 

Success: For reconnecting adults, success rates 
were higher in accelerated courses than in 
traditional courses. In fact, course success rates for 
reconnectors were five points higher in accelerated 
courses than in traditional courses during fall 2020.

Teaching 
Locations 
Across the 

State

Access: Postsecondary access is essential for 
Tennesseans in rural areas. However, rural 

students are underrepresented among 
reconnectors, and most rural reconnectors enroll 

at campuses outside of their home counties.

Success: Off-campus centers serve as key 
access points for reconnectors. Notably, success 
rates for reconnectors at off-campus centers

are equal to or higher than success rates at 
main campuses.

High-
Quality 

Online & 
Remote 
Courses

Access: Reconnecting students took online 
courses at four times the rate of younger students 
from 2017 to 2019. 

Success: Success rates in online courses were 
typically lower than success rates in conventional 
courses, and this success gap was even wider for 
reconnectors than for other students. However, 
online coursetaking grew rapidly during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In fall 2020, course success 
rates rose for reconnectors in online and 
remote courses, and the gap between success in 
conventional versus online courses 
significantly narrowed.

Flexible Coursetaking Options 
for Returning Adults

More than 100,000 adults with some college but no degree have reconnected with higher education at Tennessee 
community colleges over the past decade. However, only 21% graduated within three years of reconnecting. 

Many reconnecting students are balancing coursework with responsibilities outside of the classroom, such as caring for 
children or working full-time. These responsibilities may reduce the time that adult students can spend on coursework. 

This project seeks to deepen the body of knowledge about when, where, and how students reconnect with college and 
their success across a range of flexible coursetaking options. Accelerated courses, widely available teaching locations 
across the state, and high-quality online courses are essential to supporting the success of reconnecting adults. 
As this analysis shows, these flexible coursetaking options serve as popular access points for many reconnecting students. 
Additionally, high success rates in these courses suggest that flexible courses are promising options for colleges that want 
to support reconnecting adult students.
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