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Strengthen Your Core Summit 
February 18, 2022 

Agenda 
 
General Education Core -- Statement of Purpose 
The purpose of the TBR General Education Core is to prepare every student to navigate a world of 
evolving opportunities. It is unbounded by academic discipline and challenges students to discover the 
inherent interconnectedness of knowledge and the intersection of self and society. 
 
The General Education Core develops skills in acquiring, evaluating, and using information as well as 
communicating ideas through digital, written, oral, artistic, scientific, and mathematical expression. It 
challenges students to think independently, write clearly, and speak effectively, and to employ logical 
and critical reasoning to solve problems even when faced with incomplete, ambiguous, or 
conflicting data. 
 
The Core encourages students to develop a curiosity for learning, an appreciation of conceptual 
complexity, and a deepened sense of self-awareness regarding their own beliefs and values. It helps 
students discover the richness of cultural diversity and instills a respect for people with contrasting life 
histories, opinions, and worldviews. It fosters an appreciation for human commonality and teaches 
individuals the ethical implications of living in a global, social ecosystem. 
 
Ultimately, the Core’s purpose is to equip every student to pursue a challenging career, experience a 
rewarding personal life, and inspire others to do the same. 
 
Summit Objective 
Work together to finalize the list of core competencies (below) and develop strategies for campus 
dissemination and approval in support of our shared Statement of Purpose. 
 
Draft Core Competencies 

• Communication 
• Scientific Inquiry and Mathematical Reasoning 
• Global and Cultural Awareness 
• Creative and Artistic Expression 
• Information Literacy 
• Critical Thinking 
• Ethical Reasoning 
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Schedule 

8:00-9:30am Introductions and Aligning Campus Aspirations with Shared Goals  

9:30-9:45am Break 

9:45am-11:30am Making Sense of Shared Competencies: Connecting Disciplines, 
Courses, and Experiences with Core Competencies 

11:30am-11:45pm Reflections and Framing for the Afternoon 

11:45pm-12:15pm Lunch 

12:15pm-1:00pm Assessment Strategies - Part I:  
Mapping Campus General Education Programs to Highlight Core 
Competencies and Programmatic Strengths  

1:00pm-1:45pm Assessment Strategies - Part II: 
Connecting Core competencies to Interdisciplinary Approaches for 
Meaningful Assessment  

1:45pm-2:00pm Break 

2:00pm-3:15pm Communication Strategies: Leveraging Resources for Effective 
Story-Telling 

3:15pm-3:30pm Closing Thoughts and Next Steps 

 
Our Facilitator 

Dr. Ashley Finley is the Vice President of Research and Senior Advisor 
to the President for the American Association of Colleges and 
Universities (AAC&U). She was previously the senior director of 
assessment and research at AAC&U and also national evaluator for 
the Bringing Theory to Practice Project. Most recently she served as the 
associate vice president for academic affairs & founding dean of the 
Dominican Experience at Dominican University of California, where 
she implemented a comprehensive framework for student learning and 
success centered around high-impact practices, including holistic 
advising and ePortfolios. Dr. Finley’s research and campus 

consultations focus on connecting best practices for program implementation, assessment design, and 
equity with institutional outcomes for student success and strategic planning. Prior to beginning her 
national work, Dr. Finley was a faculty member in the department of sociology at Dickinson College. 
She received a BA from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and an MA and PhD, both in sociology, 
from the University of Iowa. 

 

https://www.bttop.org/
https://www.bttop.org/
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Core Steering Committee 
Chattanooga State Eric Niemi Associate Professor of English 

Cleveland State Rick Stoody Instructor of Philosophy 

Columbia State Victoria Gay Dean of Humanities & Social Sciences 

Dyersburg State Jimmy Barham Dean of Arts & Sciences 

Jackson State Tony Rafalowski Associate Professor of English 

Motlow State Donna Brewer Instructor of English 

Nashville State Donald Turner Associate Professor of Philosophy 

Northeast State Xiaoping Wang Dean of Social/Behavioral Sciences  

Pellissippi State Alex Fitzner Associate Professor of English 

Roane State Diane Raines Professor of English 

Southwest 
Tennessee Sherria King Interim Dean of Humanities, Social Sciences, & Mathematics 

Volunteer State Jennifer James Associate Professor of Communication 

Walters State Chris Knight Dean of Mathematics, Associate Professor of Mathematics 

 
 

Core Coordinating Committee 
Walters State Donna Seagle CAO  

Cleveland State Barsha Pickell CAO 

Cleveland State Ryan Thompson Dean of Humanities, Education, & Social Sciences 

Columbia State Barry Gidcomb Professor of History 

TBR Robert M. Denn Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 
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College Mission Statements 
 
TBR 
Student Success & Workforce Development 
 
Chattanooga State 
Chattanooga State is an educationally purposeful community where faculty, staff, and students share 
academic goals and strive for high standards that lead to the attainment of degrees and certificates, 
meaningful careers, and a committed citizenry of lifelong learners.  
 
Cleveland State 
We build strong minds, careers and communities through exceptional teaching and learning, workforce 
development and service. 
 
Columbia State 
Columbia State Community College nurtures success and positively changes lives through teaching, 
learning and service. 
 
Dyersburg State 
DSCC serves seven counties adjacent to or near the Mississippi River in West Tennessee where there 
are enormous opportunities to improve educational attainment, employment levels in high-skilled jobs, 
and per capita income. An open-access, learning-centered institution, Dyersburg State anticipates and 
responds to the educational needs of individuals through strategic planning and continuous improvement 
processes. In doing so, the College provides leadership in public service activities, workforce 
development projects, and educational collaborations to offer lifelong learning, to promote diversity, and 
to improve the community at large by producing educated members of society. Moreover, to improve 
the quality of life in the communities served, the College is strongly committed to developing and 
promoting civic and cultural opportunities, as well as economic and community development initiatives 
through partnerships with business and industry. 
 
Jackson State 
Jackson State Community College provides accessible learning opportunities that enhance the lives of 
individuals, strengthen the workforce, and empower our diverse communities by offering traditional and 
contemporary associate degrees, certificates, continuing education and enrichment, and college-
readiness programs. 
 
Motlow State 
Motlow State strives to develop the cultural, intellectual, and career opportunities of the people in its 
Southern Middle Tennessee eleven-county service area, which includes Bedford, Cannon, Coffee, 
DeKalb, Franklin, Lincoln, Moore, Rutherford, Van Buren, Warren and White Counties. The College is 
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committed to achieving a diverse student body, faculty, and staff. The College recognizes the 
significance of this diversity by providing a broad spectrum of services to respond to various needs in 
the learning process and educational opportunities from developmental to advanced programs. 
 
To establish a firm foundation for liberal learning, the College requires a strong core curriculum in 
degree programs complemented by cultural, scientific, social, and community service activities. In 
particular, Motlow State is unique. It provides a comprehensive, interdisciplinary Honors Scholar 
Program integrated with a robust cultural series. The versatile curriculum, qualified faculty and staff, 
and related resources, strengthened by innovative technologies, prepare students for success in the 
global community. A continuous cycle of planning, evaluation, and response promotes institutional 
effectiveness and efficiency to support these initiatives. 
Motlow State encourages student success through critical thinking, clear communication, ethical 
behavior, respect for others, civic responsibility, problem-solving, effective functioning in individual 
and team situations, and an appreciation of one's heritage as well as that of others. Motlow State 
promotes and maintains alliances with businesses, industry, government agencies, and other educational 
institutions to enhance programs and services. 
 
Nashville State 
The mission of Nashville State Community College is to provide comprehensive educational programs 
and partnerships, exemplary services, an accessible, progressive learning environment, and responsible 
leadership to improve the quality of life for the community it serves. 
 
Northeast State 
Northeast State is an open‐access, public, comprehensive community college that advances lifelong 
learning and strengthens the economic and social/cultural aspects of the community. To facilitate 
teaching, learning, service, and student success, the College provides innovative, high‐quality, and 
relevant associate, certificate, and career‐focused educational programs and services. Programming and 
comprehensive support services are offered through varied delivery systems and at multiple campuses 
throughout its primary service area of Carter, Johnson, Sullivan, Unicoi, and Washington Counties. 
Within all aspects of its operations, Northeast State serves the public’s interest through the judicious use 
of fiscal, human, and physical resources and through the provision of safe and secure campuses. 
 
Pellissippi State 
Pellissippi State Community College provides a transformative environment fostering the academic, 
social, economic and cultural enrichment of the individual and the community. We are committed to 
success in workforce training and certificate and degree programs. 
 
Roane State 
Regardless of their program of study, Roane State students are provided a sound foundation in critical 
thinking and communication skills and exposed to a curriculum and experiences designed to broaden 
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their understanding and respect for wellness, civic engagement and service, diverse ideas and cultures, a 
sense of the global community, and the technology required to succeed in 21st century society. 
 
Roane State’s mission is to improve the lives of individuals through the transformative power of 
education and to build thriving communities through partnerships for strengthening economic 
development. Just as Roane State expects its students to challenge themselves to engage in lifelong 
learning, the college accepts the challenge to sustain a culture of innovation and to continually explore 
new ways to provide an educational experience that meets the current and future needs of its service area 
communities. 
 
Southwest TN 
Our mission is to provide the citizens of Shelby and Fayette counties and the surrounding Mid-South 
region with a high quality and affordable post-secondary education that prepares them for associate 
degrees, future educational opportunities, and successful employment. 
 
Vol State 
Volunteer State Community College is a public, comprehensive community college offering quality, 
innovative educational programs, support, and services. Vol State is committed to building partnerships, 
strengthening internal and external community engagement, and promoting diversity, cultural 
awareness, and economic development to prepare students for successful careers, university transfer, 
and meaningful civic participation in a global society. 
 
Walters State 
Through a focus on student success and innovative teaching, Walters State enriches the lives of our 
students and our community. 


