
Financial Aid and Remedial Coursework 
Remedial coursework prepares a student for study at the postsecondary level, and a student enrolled 
solely in a remedial program is not considered to be in a program that is eligible for federal student aid 
(FSA) funds. If acceptance into an eligible program is contingent on completing remedial work, a student 
cannot be considered enrolled in that program until they complete the remedial work. 
 
If a student is admitted into an eligible program and takes remedial coursework within that program, 
they can be considered a regular student, even if the person is taking all remedial courses before taking 
any regular courses. An institution may count up to one academic year's worth of these courses in a 
student's enrollment status for federal student aid funds. An academic year according to Title IV 
standards is 30 semester hours or 900 clock hours. 
 
Once a student has received FSA funds for 30 credit hours or 900 clock hours of remedial coursework, 
the student is no longer eligible to receive FSA funds for remedial coursework. A student may still enroll 
in remedial coursework but they must pay for these courses on their own. 
 
Similar to other remedial coursework, a student may receive FSA funds for ESL courses that are part of a 
larger eligible program. ESL courses do not count against the one-year limitation on remedial 
coursework previously mentioned. For additional information, please see the following references.  
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Remedial coursework prepares a student for study at the postsecondary level (as opposed to 
preparatory coursework, which prepares a student for a given program). A student enrolled solely in a 
remedial program is not considered to be in an eligible program. If acceptance into an eligible program 
is contingent on completing remedial work, a student cannot be considered enrolled in that program 
until she completes the remedial work.  
 
However, if the student is admitted into an eligible program and takes remedial coursework within that 
program, they can be considered a regular student, even if he is taking all remedial courses before 
taking any regular courses. You may count up to one academic year’s worth of these courses in his 
enrollment status for Title IV funds. For the purpose of this limit, that is 30 semester or trimester hours, 
45 quarter hours, or 900 clock hours. If the remedial classes are non-credit or reduced-credit, you must 
determine how many credit hours they are worth to count toward the student’s enrollment status (see 
“Enrollment status” section in this chapter).  
 
A remedial course cannot be below the educational level needed for a student to successfully pursue 
their program after one year in that course. Also, remedial courses must be at least at the high school 
level, as determined by the institution (i.e. your school), its state legal authority and its accrediting 
agency, or state agency recognized for approving public postsecondary vocational education. If any of 
those parties determine that a remedial class is below the secondary level, the school must abide by 
that determination, and the class cannot be included for FSA purposes. Additionally, Title IV funds 
cannot be used for any remedial course that uses direct assessment of student learning instead of credit 
or clock hours.  
 



You cannot use non-credit remedial hours to determine a student’s enrollment status if the course is 
part of a program that leads to a high school diploma or its recognized equivalent. A student is never 
permitted to receive funds for training or for coursework prior to the completion of high school, even if 
the high school equivalency training is offered at postsecondary schools or is required for the 
postsecondary program.  
 
Similar to other remedial coursework, a student may receive Title IV funds for English as a second 
language (ESL) courses that are part of a larger eligible program. There are differences though: ESL 
courses don’t count against the one-year limitation on remedial coursework, and they need not be at 
the secondary school level.  
 
If your school permits a student to enroll in ESL or other remedial courses that don’t apply to his degree 
or certificate, be aware that awarding FSA loans or Pell Grants over a series of semesters for such work 
can exhaust his eligibility for Pell Grants and/or FSA loans before he completes his program 
 

 

34 CFR § 668.20—Limitations on remedial coursework that is eligible for Title IV, 
HEA program assistance. 

(a) A noncredit or reduced credit remedial course is a course of study designed to increase the ability of 
a student to pursue a course of study leading to a certificate or degree. 

(1) A noncredit remedial course is one for which no credit is given toward a certificate or degree; and 

(2) A reduced credit remedial course is one for which reduced credit is given toward a certificate or 
degree. 

(b) Except as provided in paragraphs (c) and (d) of this section, in determining a student's enrollment 
status and cost of attendance, an institution shall include any noncredit or reduced credit remedial 
course in which the student is enrolled. The institution shall attribute the number of credit or clock 
hours to a noncredit or reduced credit remedial course by - 

(1) Calculating the number of classroom and homework hours required for that course; 

(2) Comparing those hours with the hours required for nonremedial courses in a similar subject; and 

(3) Giving the remedial course the same number of credit or clock hours it gives the nonremedial 
course with the most comparable classroom and homework requirements. 

(c) In determining a student's enrollment status under the Title IV, HEA programs or a student's cost of 
attendance under the campus-based, FFEL, and Direct Loan programs, an institution may not take into 
account any noncredit or reduced credit remedial course if - 

(1) That course is part of a program of instruction leading to a high school diploma or the recognized 
equivalent of a high school diploma, even if the course is necessary to enable the student to complete 
a degree or certificate program; 

(2) The educational level of instruction provided in the noncredit or reduced credit remedial course is 
below the level needed to pursue successfully the degree or certificate program offered by that 
institution after one year in that remedial course; or 



(3) Except for a course in English as a second language, the educational level of instruction provided 
in that course is below the secondary level. For purposes of this section, the Secretary considers a 
course to be below the secondary level if any of the following entities determine that course to be 
below the secondary level: 

(i) The State agency that legally authorized the institution to provide postsecondary education. 

(ii) In the case of an accredited or preaccredited institution, the nationally recognized accrediting 
agency or association that accredits or preaccredits the institution. 

(iii) In the case of a public postsecondary vocational institution that is approved by a State agency 
recognized for the approval of public postsecondary vocational education, the State agency 
recognized for the approval of public postsecondary vocational education that approves the 
institution. 

(iv) The institution. 

(d) Except as set forth in paragraph (f) of this section, an institution may not take into account more 
than one academic year's worth of noncredit or reduced credit remedial coursework in determining - 

(1) A student's enrollment status under the title IV, HEA programs; and 

(2) A student's cost of attendance under the campus-based, FFEL, and Direct Loan programs. 

(e) One academic year's worth of noncredit or reduced credit remedial coursework is equivalent to - 

(1) Thirty semester or 45 quarter hours; or 

(2) Nine hundred clock hours. 

(f) Courses in English as a second language do not count against the one-year academic limitation 
contained in paragraph (d) of this section. 

 

 

NASFAA FAQ—What is the Difference Between Remedial, Preparatory, and 
Prerequisite Coursework? 
General Rule: If a prerequisite course does not count towards degree completion requirements, and the 
student has already been admitted as a regular student in the degree or certificate program 
(undergraduate or graduate), that course must be classified as a remedial course in order for it to be 
paid with Title IV aid. Not all prerequisite courses are remedial courses. 
 
Remedial Coursework: Remedial coursework is specifically defined in 34 CFR 668.20 as “a course of 
study designed to increase the ability of a student to pursue a course of study leading to a certificate or 
degree.” However, designation of a particular course as being remedial is done by the institution in 
consultation with its state agency and/or accrediting agency, rather than the U.S. Department of 
Education (ED). You would need to contact either or both of those entities to find out if a particular 
course is considered remedial by the state. NASFAA has confirmed with ED that remedial coursework 
may be taken by undergraduate and graduate students. 
 
For Title IV purposes, the key distinction between remedial coursework and preparatory coursework 
hinges on whether the school has already admitted the student as a regular student. Under 600.2, a 



regular student is one who is enrolled or accepted for enrollment at an institution for the purpose of 
obtaining a degree, certificate, or other recognized educational credential offered by that 
institution. Per Volume 1, Chapter 1 of the FSA Handbook, “If a student is enrolled in courses that do not 
count toward his degree, certificate, or other recognized credential, they cannot be used to determine 
enrollment status unless they are eligible remedial courses. This means you cannot award the student 
aid for classes that do not count toward his degree, certificate, or other recognized credential.” 
 
Title IV aid cannot be paid for remedial coursework which is taken before the student has been 
admitted as a regular student into an eligible program at the postsecondary school. According 
to Volume 1, Chapter 1 of the FSA Handbook, “If acceptance into an eligible program is contingent on 
completing remedial work, a student cannot be considered enrolled in that program until she completes 
the remedial work.” Remedial coursework can be paid with Title IV funds after the student has been 
admitted as long as the remedial coursework is taken within the student’s academic program and the 
student is not enrolled solely in a remedial program of study. Also, if the student has been admitted, he 
or she can receive Title IV aid to pay for remedial courses even if taking only remedial courses before 
taking any regular courses. There is a limit on the number of remedial courses for which he can receive 
Title IV aid--that is, up to 30 semester or trimester credit hours, 45 quarter credit hours, or 900 clock 
hours per 668.20(d). 
 
For example, if a student is admitted to a baccalaureate degree program in History, but then needs to 
take remedial high school level English to prepare him for study at the postsecondary level, this is 
acceptable. But if the same student is strictly in a remedial program and not admitted to a degree 
program, that student is not eligible for Title IV aid unless it is preparatory coursework. 
 
Preparatory Coursework: Unlike remedial coursework, which increases the ability of a student to 
succeed in his or her educational program, preparatory coursework prepares a student to be eligible 
for admission as a regular student into an educational program. In other words, a preparatory course is 
any prerequisite that must be completed for a specific academic program before being admitted into 
that academic program at the postsecondary level. For example, this could include being required to 
complete certain foreign language or other prerequisite courses before being admitted into a 
postsecondary program. 
 
If the school requires certain prerequisite coursework before the student can be admitted as a regular 
student into a specific academic program at the school, this is preparatory coursework. A student taking 
preparatory coursework can receive Direct Loan funds at either the first-year or fifth-year 
undergraduate annual loan limits to pay for the preparatory courses for a period of up to 12 consecutive 
months (once in a lifetime). The preparatory courses must be at the college level and part of an eligible 
program offered by the postsecondary school, but the student must not yet be admitted when he or she 
takes those preparatory courses. After the student has been admitted as a regular student by the 
school, the student cannot receive Title IV aid pay for any preparatory coursework. At that point, Title IV 
aid can only be paid for courses which count toward degree completion requirements, or for qualifying 
remedial courses. After admission, prerequisite courses that do not count toward degree completion 
and are not remedial courses cannot be paid with Title IV aid. The student is eligible for aid from the 
other Title IV programs (not just Direct Loans) to pay for the courses which count toward degree 
completion. 
 
Prerequisite Coursework: What about the treatment of coursework that does not itself advance the 
student towards graduation, but that the student must take as a prerequisite in order to register for a 



class that is needed to fulfill a graduation requirement? 
 
For example, a two-year program offered by a community college requires 60 credits, consisting of core 
courses related to an associate level education, specified courses related to the academic major or 
degree area, and any college-level courses that the student elects to round out the 60-credit degree. As 
the student progresses, he finds that one of the specified courses requires a prerequisite, which itself 
does not satisfy any degree requirement, but he has already filled his core and elective slots. If the 
prerequisite course is not counted as a course eligible for financial aid, the student may find himself not 
full time for aid purposes; depending on other life commitments, such a student might even fall short of 
half-time enrollment. 
 
Depending on the major or degree area, the number of specified courses could be the bulk of the 
program and the number of electives could be quite small, if there are any at all. A general principle of 
federal student financial aid is that Title IV funds may only be used to pay for coursework that is part of 
the student’s program, leading to a degree, certificate, or other recognized credential. In cases where a 
school is tracking a student’s fulfillment of degree requirements and finds that a prerequisite cannot be 
considered an elective because all of the elective “slots” have been filled by other courses, can that 
course be counted in enrollment status for the purpose of determining Title IV aid? 
 
If the prerequisite course is viewed as a regular non-remedial course, the answer would be “no.” 
However, ED recognizes that for some students, these prerequisite courses may be considered remedial 
coursework. As long as the student has not already reached the regulatory limit on payment for 
remedial courses (30 semester/trimester, 45 quarter credits, or 900 clock hours), remedial courses may 
be included in enrollment status. A prerequisite required to enroll in a course that is required for the 
student’s program can be considered remedial for that student, as long as it meets the regulatory 
conditions in 668.20. In part, those conditions impose a minimum educational level for remedial 
coursework. A remedial course may not be below the level needed to pursue successfully the degree or 
certificate program offered by that institution after one year in that remedial course, and, except for 
English as a Second Language (ESL) coursework, may not be below the secondary level. The regulation 
does not impose a level above which a course could not be considered remedial. 
 
Thus, it is possible for a prerequisite course to be considered remedial in cases where the course could 
not otherwise be fitted into the student’s program. Note that this approach is meant to assist a student 
who could not graduate from his or her program without the course that required the prerequisite in 
question, and the prerequisite is not otherwise includable in the student’s program. 
 
 

NASFAA FAQ—What Is Eligible Remedial Coursework? 
There is a difference in the treatment of students enrolled in remedial coursework within an eligible 
program versus students enrolled solely in a remedial program. A student can receive Title IV aid if he 
is enrolled in only remedial classes if he also has been admitted to an eligible program, per 34 CFR 
668.8(c): 

"(c) Institution of higher education. An eligible program provided by an institution of higher 
education must— 

(1) Lead to an associate, bachelor's, professional, or graduate degree; 
(2) Be at least a two-academic-year program that is acceptable for full credit toward a 
bachelor's degree; or 



(3) Be at least a one-academic-year training program that leads to a certificate, or other 
nondegree recognized credential, and prepares students for gainful employment in a 
recognized occupation." 

 
A program which is solely a remedial program is not an eligible program for Title IV purposes. 
 
According to Volume 1 of the FSA Handbook, a student who is enrolled solely in a remedial program is 
not considered to be in an eligible program since remedial coursework is preparing students for study at 
the postsecondary level. That means, if a student is admitted to a baccalaureate degree program in 
English, but then needs to take remedial English to prepare him for study at the postsecondary level, 
this is acceptable. But if the same student is strictly in a remedial program and not admitted to a degree 
program, that student is not eligible for Title IV aid. 
 
A student can be considered a regular student if taking remedial coursework within a program for which 
the student has been admitted, even if all coursework is remedial before any regular coursework is 
taken. This student can receive Title IV aid for his remedial courses. However, there is a limit on the 
number of remedial courses for which he can receive Title IV aid--that is, up to 30 semester or trimester 
credit hours, 45 quarter credit hours, or 900 clock hours.  
 

 


