
 

 

HIP Ambassador Profile 
 

Name: Raquel Adams 

Institution: Southwest Tennessee Community College 

Email: radams11@southwest.tn.edu 

Office Number: (901) 333-5173 

Degrees earned and institution(s): Bachelor of Photography (Univ. of Oklahoma), MFA (Memphis College 

of Art) 

How long have you worked at your institution? 9 years 

What is your teaching/research focus area(s)? Fine arts, Equity & Inclusion, Culturally Responsive 

Teaching, Technology Enhanced Learning, Microsoft Teams, Adobe Express, Study Abroad, Global 

Cultural Awareness 

What do you appreciate most about the HIP(s) that you have infused into the courses you teach? 

Through the inclusion of HIPs, I’m able to contextualize course content in a way that brings more 

relevance to the topics presented. Building digital literacy through the inclusion of technology or by 

discussing global issues and traveling the world to increase cultural competencies gives my students a 

competitive edge over the existing workforce. I feel that giving students opportunities that they never 

thought possible and delivering content in unexpected ways, gives students the chance to lead and 

share the intellectual space within the classroom, building stronger relationships which I believe is the 

root of student success. HIPs allow me to foster the kind of academic culture that brings clarity and 

confidence to the student experience.  

 

 



 

 

HIP Ambassador Profile 
 

Name: Oakley Atterson 

Institution: Pellissippi State Community College 

Email: ojatterson@pstcc.edu 

Office Number: Haslam Building 2101, Hardin Valley Campus 

Degrees earned and institution(s):  

MA, English Literature, University of Tennessee 

EDM, Education Policy, Organization, and Leadership, University of Illinois (Spring 2023) 

How long have you worked at your institution? 6.5 years 

What is your teaching/research focus area(s)?  

My teaching focus is ESL, composition, and literature. My research focus is global learning (especially 
comprehensive internationalization programs) in the community college sector. 

What do you appreciate most about the HIP(s) that you have infused into the courses you teach? 

I most appreciate the way the Global Cultural Awareness HIP can engage students in global issues or 
topics that may initially seem quite distant from their everyday lives and lead them to see how their 
lives are actually connected to these issues in significant ways. The Study Abroad HIP is life-changing for 
students, and to see that process happen live over the course of a few short weeks reminds me of the 
power of education. 

 

 



 

 

HIP Ambassador Profile 
 

Name: Amanda Carr-Wilcoxson 

Institution: Pellissippi State Community College 

Email: amcarrwilcoxson@pstcc.edu 

Degrees earned and institution(s): 

Associates in Arts- Lincoln College, Lincoln, Illinois 2000 

Bachelors in Arts- University of Illinois, Springfield, Illinois 2002 

Masters in Arts- East Tennessee State University 2009 

How long have you worked at your institution? 

I started as an adjunct in 2012 and was hired full time in 2015.  

What is your teaching/research focus area(s)? 

Western, World, U.S., and Tennessee History, focusing on Cold War Era history.  

What do you appreciate most about the HIP(s) that you have infused into the courses you teach? 

I’ve incorporated Global and Cultural Awareness and Study Abroad into my classrooms at Pellissippi 
State, having my students work with global topics. I share my experiences abroad with my students in 
the traditional classroom, hopefully sparking interest in them to travel and study abroad. Through TnCIS 
and my experience teaching abroad, I get to incorporate experiential learning, allowing students to 
connect with the materials in a deeper way.   

 



 

 

HIP Ambassador Profile 
 

Name: Charles Whiting 

Institution: Motlow State Community College (Smyrna Center) 

Email: cwhiting@mscc.edu 

Office Number: (615) 220-7948  

Degrees earned and institution(s): Bachelor of Arts in Journalism and Master of Arts in Communication 
(University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa); Bachelor of Arts in Music (University of Alabama in Birmingham) 

How long have you worked at your institution?  11 years: Adjunct from 2011-2016; Instructor/Assistant 
Professor/Associate Professor from 2016-present 

What is your teaching/research focus area(s)?    Mass Communications (Books, Newspapers, Magazines, 
Recordings, Radio, Movies, Television, and the Internet) 

What do you appreciate most about the HIP(s) that you have infused into the courses you teach? 

As a former newspaper reporter and public relations professional, I’ve seen the value of High Impact 
Practices firsthand. Employers expect their employees to be able to master a wide range of hands-on 
activities in fields ranging from Mass Communications, English, History and Psychology to Nursing, 
Engineering and Mechatronics. I’ve spent the past 11 years creating HIPs for four of my Mass Comm 
courses at Motlow State Community College. I also devote a lot of time helping my peers bring HIPs into 
their classrooms. But there is another side to all this. HIPs = Changed Lives. I’ve found that experiential 
learning is an essential way to encourage and engage students from every walk of life, helping build 
bridges for personal growth and collaboration. Here’s an example. In my Survey of New Media courses, 
students develop communication platforms for dream businesses, discovering talents they never knew 
they had. By the end of the semester, they have used planning, writing, editing, graphic arts, and 
technology skills to build platforms on Facebook, Twitter, Linked In, YouTube, Wikipedia, and Blogger. 
Along the way, they collaborate on the creation of a YouTube video. This helps boost their confidence 
while also preparing them for real jobs and/or a pathway to a four-year college or university. There’s 
nothing better than hearing success stories from my students after they graduate. To be successful as 
educators, it’s imperative for us to be on the cutting-edge of hands-on learning in the fast-changing 
Digital Revolution. I’ve heard a professional say that “technology is like oxygen.” HIPs have become part 
of our daily lives. I’m eager to see more progress (student and faculty success) after our Media 
Education Center opens on the Smyrna campus in January 2022.  
 
 



 

 

HIP Ambassador Profile 
 

Name:  Dr. Angie Elkins 

Institution:  Walters State Community College 

Email: angie.elkins@ws.edu 

Office Number: 423-585-2649 

Degrees earned and institution(s): 

BS – Sociology & Criminology – Appalachian State University 

MA – Sociology – East Tennessee State University 

Graduate Certificate – Instructional Design – University of Memphis 

MA – Instructional Design – University of Memphis 

Ed.D. – Educational Leadership – East Tennessee State University 

How long have you worked at your institution? 

Since 2015 

What is your teaching/research focus area(s)? 

Sociology and Social Work 

What do you appreciate most about the HIP(s) that you have infused into the courses you teach? 

I love that incorporating service-learning in the classroom provides my students with the opportunity to 
see the real world and apply what they are learning in the classroom.  The students often tell me that it 
cements their desire to be social workers or clarifies what field they would like to go into.  Service-
Learning can have a huge impact on students in so many ways.   

 



 

 

HIP Ambassador Profile 
 

Name: Elvira Eivazova, Ph.D. 

Institution: Columbia State Community College 

Email: eeivazova@columbiastate.edu 

Degrees earned and institution(s): I received my M.S. in Physiology and Biochemistry from 
Moscow State University, and my Ph.D. in Biology/Microbial Immunology from the Academy of 
Medicine. I trained at the University of London in England, UK, after which I joined Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville, TN. 

How long have you worked at your institution?  I have worked at my institution now for six 
years, where I am an Associate Professor of Biology. 

What is your teaching/research focus area(s)? I teach Biology, Anatomy & Physiology, 
Undergraduate Biology Research and Honors Biology courses. My focus area of research is 
bacteriophage biology and genomics. 

What do you appreciate most about the HIP(s) that you have infused into the courses you 
teach? The Research HIP that I have infused into my Biology Research project-based courses is a 
fantastic tool for learning science and elevating student success. What I appreciate the most is 
that I can be a part of the incredible achievements of my students. 

 

 



 

 

HIP Ambassador Profile 
 

Name: Erica Pepper  

Institution:  TCAT Jackson 

Email: erica.pepper@tcatjackson.edu 

Office Number: 731-254-8521 x 314 

Degrees earned and institution(s): BBA (Marketing & Management) – Belmont University, Practical 
Nurse – TCAT Jackson, MEd (Learning and Technology) – Western Governors 

How long have you worked at your institution? 5 years 

What is your teaching/research focus area(s)? Patient Care Technician/Medical Assisting 

What do you appreciate most about the HIP(s) that you have infused into the courses you teach? I 
appreciate the hands-on experiences students get from work-based learning.  As a technical college our 
programs are designed to get students career ready in a short amount of time, but with the opportunity 
to actually do the work and get patient care experience from a variety of clinical site externships I feel as 
though our students are equipped with more than just the book knowledge of their chosen profession.  

 

 



 

 

HIP Ambassador Profile 
 

Name: Dr. Anna Esquivel 

Institution: Jackson State Community College 

Email: aesquivel@jscc.edu 

Office Number: 731-424-3520, ext. 50217 

Degrees earned and institution(s): B.A. Psychology, Christian Brothers University; M.A. English, 
University of Memphis; Ph.D. Literature and Cultural Studies, University of Memphis 

How long have you worked at your institution? 9.5 years 

What is your teaching/research focus area(s)? African-American Literature, Composition, Women’s and 
Gender Studies; global learning and study abroad. 

What do you appreciate most about the HIP(s) that you have infused into the courses you teach?  

Experiential learning, particularly study abroad, transforms the content of the course or discipline into 
something concrete and relevant to the students own lives. Studying abroad immerses students in 
experiences that challenge the familiar and comfortable; it equips them with the tools to facilitate 
meaningful connections between themselves and the host culture. When we enhance students’ learning 
by asking them to engage with cultures different from their own—be it through travel or through 
classroom or campus programming—we teach them to interrogate their assumptions and consider new 
ways of thinking, to see themselves as global citizens in a diverse, complex world.  

 



 

 

 

HIP Ambassador Profile 
 

Name: Susie Fries  

Institution: Cleveland State Community College  

Email: sfries@clevelandstatecc.edu  

Degrees earned and institution(s): B.S. Psychology, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga; MA in 
English Literature, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, currently working on my DA in English 
Pedagogy with a Literature specialization from Murray State University. (projected graduation date is 
Spring 2024).  

How long have you worked at your institution? 5 years  

What is your teaching/research focus area(s)? Composition I and II, Early and Modern World Literature  

What do you appreciate most about the HIP(s) that you have infused into the courses you teach? 

Global and cultural awareness studies help students incorporate viewpoints about the world that they 
might not have considered before. I love that this HIP helps students make meaningful connections 
between diverse cultures, people, places, and ideas, an essential skill in the 21st century.  
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HIP Ambassador Profile 
 

Name: Dr. Girija Shivaji Shinde 

Institution: Volunteer State Community College 

Email: Girija.shinde@volstate.edu 

Office Number: 9314625211 

Degrees earned and institution(s): MS and MPhil. (Botany) from University of Pune (India) and 
MS (Biology) and PhD (Education) from Tennessee Technological University (TN, USA) 

How long have you worked at your institution? Since August 2002 

What is your teaching/research focus area(s)? My primarily teaching focus is Biology focusing 
on Human Anatomy and Physiology courses, though I have taught other general Biology courses 
as well.  

My research focus has been on: 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

• The Relationship between students’ Responses on the National Survey of Student 

Engagement (NSSE) and Retention.  Review of Higher Education & Self Learning, Vol. 3, 

Issue 7: 54-67, 2010 

• “Nitrogen, Phosphorous and carbon use in three taxa of Lemnaceae.” Tennessee 

Academy of Science 78(1): 23-38 2002, G. Shinde, T. J. Durham, and S.K. Ballal 

• “Effect of Different Growth Hormones and light in Lemnaceae” Tennessee Academy of 

Science, 77(1): 20-38 2001, Girija S. Shinde and S.K. Ballal 

• “Growth and Mineral Nutrition in Carica papaya, CV. Ranchi under Saline Conditions.” 

Biologia Indica 2 (1and 2): 37-44, 1991. 
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS/ RESEARCH CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

• “Evaluation of a Health Science Course with Experiential Learning”. Poster presentation 

at AEA (American Evaluation Association) Conference: 11th-16th November 2019, 

Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

• “Creating Education Abroad Opportunities for Underrepresented Students in 

Tennessee”. Poster presentation at CIEE (Center for International Education Experience) 

Conference: 6th-8th November 2019, Brooklyn, New York. 

• “Muslim Students’ Experiences at an American University”. Paper presented at NAME 

(National Association for Multicultural Education) Conference: 9th- 13th November 2016, 

Cleveland Ohio. 

• Poster presentation of my students (my role as their mentor) sharing their service 

learning and study abroad experience. Tennessee Experiential Learning Symposium 

(TELS): 20-21st October 2016, Middle Tennessee State University, Murfreesboro, TN.  

• Faculty Forum:  Insidious design: How can we respond to the current Neoliberal squeeze 

on US Higher Education Budgets and Diversity Programming? NCORE (National 

Conference on Race and Ethnicity) forum participation: 26th May - 31st May 2014 NCORE 

Indianapolis. 

• Faculty Forum:  Faculty in the Forefront?:  A Forum for Discussion of Critical and 

Emerging Issues of Demographics, Economics and Politics in the Academy. NCORE 

forum participation: 27th May - 1st June 2013 NCORE New Orleans.  

• “Factors affecting the Process of Dropping out of High School” 2010 Tennessee College 

Access and Success Conference, 5th November 2010, Chattanooga, TN.  

•  “The Relationship between Students’ Responses on the National Survey of Student 

Engagement (NSSE) and Retention” 2010 Intellect base International Consortium, 

October 14th 2010, Atlanta, Georgia. 

•  “Factors Related to College Freshmen Dropout”. 5th Annual Hawaii International 

Conference on Social Sciences, 31st May- 3rd June 2006, Waikiki Beach, Honolulu, 

Hawaii. 
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• “Water Chemistry in Lemnacean Ponds”. South American Agricultural Scientists 

meeting, Mobile, AL, USA, February 2003. 

• “Effect of Chloride and Sulfate Salinities on Nitrate Reductase and Peroxides in Carica 

papaya CV. Ranchi” 76th Indian Science Congress, Madurai, India, January 1989. 

 

What do you appreciate most about the HIP(s) that you have infused into the courses you 
teach? 

I have been implementing two HIPs in my Biol. 2020 Courses in the spring semester and 

sometimes in the fall semester too since 2011 

  

1. Experiential Learning/Service Learning:  

a. Students have presented various health topics in local schools, churches, clubs, 

sports centers, Sunday schools, and senior centers 

b. The students have volunteered for CARIS hospice center as part of their service 

learning 

c. The students have participated in an event called “NERD NATION” in Jackson 

County high school and explained some models and working of the various 

systems to the audience (700 people attended) 

d. Two students performed poster and oral presentations at the TELS (Tennessee 

Experiential Learning Symposium 2016). I served as their mentor and a chair of 

one session at TELS. 

e. This is a group project where students prepare a poster on a specific health issue 

and connect it to a chapter in the book (example colon cancer and digestive 

system). They present these posters during the Wellness fair (we have done it 

face to face before pandemic, and even virtually during pandemic). The time that 

the students presented (3-4 hours) was considered as their service-learning 

activity. In addition, the students also wrote a research paper and submitted as 

part of the assignment. Many times, the Humphrey Fellows were invited for this 

wellness fair, So the students had an opportunity to interact with the fellows and 
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discuss their topic with them and learn about the same or other health issues 

from their countries. So, the international component was also covered. 

2. International component to the curriculum (I have given this name, you can call it Global 

& Cultural awareness): They have done group projects where the students have done 

research on health issues in various countries and presented them in the classroom, 

sharing the knowledge with their peers. The following information was presented: 

• Major health issues in that country 
• Healing practices as they relate to culture (Holistic Care) 
• Comparative health care delivery system 
• Is there any help received from international organizations/doctors without borders 

group? 
• Relationship between health, nutrition, education, and economic development 
• Best practices to take care of the health issues 

Some examples of the countries researched over the years were Thailand, Bangladesh, 

Myanmar, Pakistan, Nigeria, Liberia, Bahrain, Brazil, Maldives, Niger, Chad, Argentina, Bolivia, 

Brazil, Ecuador, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Uruguay, Botswana, Ethiopia, Namibia, Somalia, 

Zambia, Zimbabwe------ and many more. 

• In spring 2022, the students in my Biol. 2010 class, participated in Health Fair, 

where they presented a poster on medical Tourism in Singapore, India, Thailand, 

Malaysia, and Mexico. They also wrote a paper on this topic. The following 

information was presented: 

• Benefits of medical tourism 
• Name of the treatment more common in your country 
• What % of population in the USA need that treatment 
• Name of the source to get the information 
• Scheduling appointment 
• Time frame: treatment and recovery 
• Cost 
• Living arrangements 
• Travel arrangements 
• Other factors: food, culture, clothes, weather 
• Availability of third-party medical tourism facilitators in each country? 
• Imagine that someone from your family, friends or relatives needs the treatment and 

they approach you as future health care profession to check whether you know any 
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information. You are given the task of finding ALL the information and providing it to the 
patient. What kind of information you will look for? 
 

3. I was selected as TNCIS scholar and traveled to Kenya (June 2012) with a group of other 
faculty. This was part of the underrepresented faculty training to teach in study abroad 
programs through TnCIS.  

4. Study Abroad Programs: I have been participating in study abroad programs through 
TnCIS since 2013. I have been a faculty for the following study abroad programs: 

a. Summer 2013: India program 
b. Summer 2014: India Program 
c. Summer 2015: India Program 
d. Summer 2016: Ecuador Program 
e. Spring 2018: India Program (Volunteer State Spring break) 
f. Summer 2019: Japan Program 
g. Spring 2022: Ecuador Program (Volunteer State Spring Break partnership 

program) 
h. Spring 2023: India Program (Volunteer State Spring Break partnership program): 

I am directing this program. 
 
I think implementing HIPs in my courses has helped my students to engage in active 
learning and their learning has gone beyond the classroom and has been applied in their 
personal and professional lives. HIPs have helped my students to experience a more 
purposeful learning. HIPs have empowered my students to be health education 
ambassadors and to teach health education to their peers and community members. 
HIPs have challenged my students to enhance their way of thinking, peer interactions, 
interactions with faculty, experience diversity, improve their communication and 
presentation skills, time management, and connect their learning to real world 
applications. All these skills that they have learnt, have been very helpful to my students 
personally and professionally.  
 

 

 



 

 

HIP Ambassador Profile 
 

Name: Andrea Green 

Institution: Motlow State Community College  

Email: agreen@mscc.edu  

Office Number: 615-220-7947 

Degrees earned and institution(s): MA (English) – The University of Alabama; BA (English) – Middle 
Tennessee State University  

How long have you worked at your institution? Since 2015 

What is your teaching/research focus area(s)? Teaching focus: developmental writing and American 
literature; Research focus: rhetoric of foodways in southern literature; learning communities  

What do you appreciate most about the HIP(s) that you have infused into the courses you teach? 

Through HIPs, students can explore how concepts they learn in the classroom relate directly to their 
field of study. They also learn how the skills they develop can transfer to their nonacademic lives. I 
implement HIPs in all my courses because I believe that an effective pedagogy hinges on an integrative 
approach to learning. Students must see the classroom experience as one that influence all aspects of 
their lives. To that end, I include reflection activities throughout the semester, and I offer frequent 
feedback regarding student progress.  

 

 



 

 

HIP Ambassador Profile 
 

Name: Tarah Guinn 

Institution: Northeast State Community College 

Email: tlguinn@northeaststate.edu 

Degrees earned and institution(s):   

• B.A. in Business Administration, minors in Economics and Asian Studies from Mary Baldwin 
College 

• B.A./M.A. in Education from Lincoln Memorial University 
• M.A. in Reading Specialist from East Tennessee State University 
• J.D. from Appalachian School of Law 

How long have you worked at your institution? 5 years full-time 

What is your teaching/research focus area(s)? Developmental Reading and First Year Experience 
(College and Lifelong Learning EDUC 1030) 

What do you appreciate most about the HIP(s) that you have infused into the courses you teach? The 
HIP(s) learning process that has been infused in my classroom has given students a more integrated  or 
diverse learning experience as well as more control over their individual learning process.  

 

 



 

 

 

HIP Ambassador Profile 
 

Name: Nancy Hamilton 

Institution: Roane State Community College 

Email: hamiltonnl@roanestate.edu  

Office Number: 865-354-3000 x4261 

Degrees earned and institution(s): 

B.S. Early Childhood Education, Tennessee Tech University 

M.DiV, Theology & Counseling,   Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 

Ed.S. Educational Psychology, Tennessee Tech University 

Ed.D. Educational Leadership and Management, Capella University 

How long have you worked at your institution? 12 years 

What is your teaching/research focus area(s)? College success, educational psychology 

What do you appreciate most about the HIP(s) that you have infused into the courses you teach? 

Integrating HIPS into the college success program at our institution has revolutionized the manner 
students are able to develop and customize their own unique learning strategies for current and future 
success. By providing students an opportunity to provide effective feedback and leadership in the 
development of our course, students collaborate with peers to develop sustainable success patterns in 
academic and professional life beyond the institution.  

 



 

 

HIP Ambassador Profile 
 

Name: Lauren Jordan 

Institution: Pellissippi State Community College 

Email: lmjordan@pstcc.edu 

Office Number: (865)971-5226 

Degrees earned and institution(s): I hold a Bachelor of Science in Human Learning and Master of Art in 
Curriculum and Instruction with a Reading Concentration from Tennessee Tech University. 

How long have you worked at your institution? I have worked at Pellissippi State since 2012. I began as 
an adjunct and transitioned to full-time in 2017.  

What is your teaching/research focus area(s)? My graduate research focus was curriculum development 
and reading in the content areas. I have used this consistently in my position at Pellissippi State where I 
serve as assistant professor of reading and the coordinator of our co-requisite reading and First Year 
Experience courses.  

What do you appreciate most about the HIP(s) that you have infused into the courses you teach? The 
First Year Experience is a vital part of the college community in anchoring students on campus through 
social belonging activities and campus engagement. I enjoy being a part of students’ first year (and often 
their first semester) as they learn about the college experience and how they fit into the fold of the 
college community.  

 

 



 

 

HIP Ambassador Profile 
 

Name: Kamal Malik 

Institution: Walters State Community College 

Email: kamal.malik@ws.edu 

Office Number: 865-774-5849 

Degrees earned and institution(s): PhD University of Guelph, Canada 

How long have you worked at your institution?  6 years 

What is your teaching/research focus area(s)? Biology/Microbiology 

What do you appreciate most about the HIP(s) that you have infused into the courses you teach?  
Undergraduate research 

 

 



 

 

HIP Ambassador Profile 
 

Name: Walter McCord 

Institution: Motlow State Community College  

Email: wmccord@mscc.edu 

Office Number: 615 – 220 - 7888 

Degrees earned and institution(s): BBA, MBA – Middle Tn. State University 

How long have you worked at your institution? 5 years 

What is your teaching/research focus area(s)? Cyber Defense 

What do you appreciate most about the HIP(s) that you have infused into the courses you teach? 

Looking at education in other ways than the traditional model. Some of the information learned really 
did help with the quality of the courses delivered.  

 

 



 

 

HIP Ambassador Profile 
 

Name: Jessica Rabb 

Institution: Nashville State Community College 

Email: jessica.rabb@nscc.edu 

Office Number: 615-353-3483 (office) 615-944-8391 (cell) 

Degrees earned and institution(s): 

B.A., Biology, Swarthmore College, 1992 
M.A., Secondary Education, University of Mississippi, 1996 
Ph.D, Biological Sciences of Public Health, Harvard University, 2000 

How long have you worked at your institution? Since Aug 2009 

What is your teaching/research focus area(s)? Biology and First Year Experience 

What do you appreciate most about the HIP(s) that you have infused into the courses you teach? 

HIPs are not hard teaching practices. They remind me of a keystone species in an ecological community. 
A keystone species is not a more complex species relative to the others. You wouldn’t know that it is a 
keystone species just by looking at it. But data show its presence maintains biodiversity unlike any of the 
other species.  

 

 

 



 

 

HIP Ambassador Profile 
 

Name: Gracie Rossie 

Institution: Walters State Community College 

Email: gracie.rossie@ws.edu 

Office Number: 865-774-5807 

Degrees earned and institution(s):  

Associate of Arts- Northeast State Community College 

Bachelors of Arts- King University  

Masters of Science- Radford University  

How long have you worked at your institution? Six years 

What is your teaching/research focus area(s)? English/ Composition/ Literature  

What do you appreciate most about the HIP(s) that you have infused into the courses you teach?  

I appreciate that the inclusion of HIPs increases students’ intrinsic motivation for gaining knowledge in 
their courses. Students participating in courses with HIPs have more buy-in for the course and their 
overall learning goals. 

 

 


